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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Michael Leininger

Well, here it is, months after our meeting in Orlando. There is a
withdrawal that comes over one after all the adrenalin has been
expended on one of these meetings. In looking back, and after
speaking with several attenders, I’m certain that this was a very
different meeting on several levels.

PLACE: Disneyworld did not afford the usual sense of community our
group is accustomed to. Few of us were staying near each other,
much less near the conference center. My hotel was 45 minutes by
bus. It seemed that, once the day’s business was concluded, the
group dispersed quickly for hotels or Epcot. I can’t remember a
meeting that was less conducive to sociability. And then there was

Disneyworld itself: a combination of glitz, fakery, low-brow
culture, pseudo-education, and, yes, a few technologically dazzling
attractions. And mediocre food. Give me a grungy old American

city any day!

ECONOMICS: Many of us are no longer receiving travel support or
our support has been greatly reduced. Disneyworld is not for the
bargain-hunter. The conference hotel, at $160 per night, provoked
much grumbling from AASL and ACSA members alike. At any rate, our
low turnout of 18 was higher than I’d expected, since all year I
had been hearing "Unfortunately, I won’t be able to attend."

PROGRAM: Because I expected so few, I tried to limit the number of
panels and also scheduled us to attend the ACSA Plenary Sessions.
Things turned out quite differently. The "Starting From Scratch"
panel was so good, and the audience participation was so spirited,
that we allowed it to continue, bumping the group exercise I’‘d
planned. The meeting scheduled at the last minute with the Young
and Emerging Schools people gave our first day the thematic unity
I’d hoped for and put us in an unusual, sought-after position. I
can’t remember a time "they" asked to meet with "us."

our panel on minority architects and research issues was very well
attended by ACSA folks. The discussion which followed the panel
was energetic. In a spirit of both mutual support and general
interest, I suggested that we attend the afternoon session of the
African-American Issues Group. This turned out to be a political
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event, and not what we’d expected but quite interesting on its own
terms. Dissension within ACSA is something we as a group are
seldom exposed to. The Women’s Issues Group was also present, as
well as Latino members (not sure if they were also a "Group").
AASL, made up as it is of women, racial minorities, and gays, fit
right in, both statistically and politically. The meeting
concentrated on issues of representation, [in]visibility, and, of
course, power. It is good to see minorities closing ranks and

recognizing common causes.

Some of the Plenary Sessions I‘d scheduled were bumped by
intervening activities. Thgse that I attended seemed particularly
"jofty" this year. In other words, I found myself wondering, "What

am I doing here?"

And, finally, Ed Teague had car trouble and never made it to

orlando, so we will have to hear about his journal another time.

To sum up my feelings, I found the activities of the meeting quite
exciting. Seldom, if ever, have we had so much interaction with
ACSA. Our profile as an organization was greatly enhanced. The
contact with both the Young and Emerging Schools and the African-
American Issues Groups provide ample opportunities for continued
outreach. And our panelists and moderators all came through with
fine presentations. Thank you all!

For those of you who enjoyed Disneyworld, I‘m glad you did; for
those of us who did not, let’s look forward to Charleston next
year. And, please remember that planning one of these events is no
piece of cake. Please send program ideas to Vinson McKenzie at
Auburn University.

THE ACSA OPENING SESSION

Laura Elm

Patrick Quinn, president of the Association of Collegiate Schools
of Architecture (ACSA) opened the annual meeting with a quote
from Jan Rowan that seemed to set the tone for the conference:
"With the death of Lou Kahn architecture passed into the hands of
the Organization Men." There is great concern about the future
of architecture and a coherence of style. Multiculturalism, or
pluralism, caused constant changes in the world today results in
challenges in the production and teaching of architecture.
Disneyworld was chosen as the conference site to provide the
opportunity to reflect upon these changes and how we affect and
are affected by the Earth’s fragile ecosystem.

AIA president Cecil Stewart spoke about the problems concerning
the architect and architecture. There is a trend towards a
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decline of authority over projects and project delivery, a
retreat from responsibility to just design, the exaltation of
design over architecture itself. Mr. Stewart presented seven
myths that need to be dlspelled

1. Architecture is a discipline, not a
profession.

2. Architecture is about the art of making
buildings.

3. The profession of architecture is on the
margin of society and architecture.

4, Architects are problem solvers.

5. Education is the business of academics;
training is done by the professionals.

6. A professional degree and license are all
that is necessary.

7. Design is architecture.

He feels that it is necessary to work above the confusion and
attend to the conflicts by bringing theory and practice to the
center. Architecture needs to be viewed as a social art because
it affects everyone.

Wayne Drummond, representing the host school, the University of
Florida, welcomed the members to Florida. The title of his
presentatlon was FANTASTIC FLORIDA: A FRAGILE FABLE OF FABULOUS
FANTASY. He offered an overview of Florida, with an analogy of
how growth in Florida reflects the growth of the world.
Florida’s selling point is its primordial environment which is
fragile, soft, and delicate. The environment is under great
stress caused by population and industrial growth, but the state
has not addressed these issues to the satisfaction of most
concerned. Fantasy must deal with the realities of current
issues. Disneyworld helped develop the tourism industry in
orlando, and it will continue to affect the growth and
development of the area. Thirty thousand new jobs are forecast
for the region. Perhaps some of these problems will translate to
our problems in architecture. Unilateral solutions need to be
discussed and implemented to the satisfaction of all.

Finally, the keynote address was presented by Charles W. Moore,
the 1992 Tau Sigma Delta Gold Medal recipient. His speech, YOU
HAVE TO PAY FOR THE PUBLIC LIFE: RECONSIDERED, referred to a
paper that he delivered thirty years ago regardlng Disneyland.

He pointed out that architects have become mired in the search
for reality. Most feel that architecture should lean towards a
current theme, but he disagrees. He illustrated his view of the
"what is real/not real" dilemma with a slide presentation.
Unreality is more likely to be real than reality itself, and that
it is helpful not to make too violent a prejudgment of things we
like or take a "back against the wall" defense of what is real or
not real. He says that great things are spectacles. They
express the moment and certainly are real. Fireworks are an
example. Disneyworld, he contends, makes reality more real than
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reality itself. Architecture is best seen as the mixing of the
familiar and the surprising. If nothing is familiar, a person
will not "connect" with it. Disneyworld has mastered this
mixture. Everything is familiar, but with a twist.

STARTING FROM SCRATCH: SETTING UP FOR A NEW PROGRAM
Michael Leininger

The panel members for this session covered a broad array of
subjects, from collections building and evaluation to public
services and, even, state and local politics.

Laura Elm is an Acquisitions Assistant for the Library of
Wentworth Institute of Technology in Boston. She is also an

architecture student and has been intimately involved in building
the architecture collections at Wentworth.

Wentworth has a centralized library of 70,000 volumes, classified
in the Dewey Decimal System. The undergraduate architecture
program emphasizes building construction. Funding for the start-
up of the collections was $8,000 (lst year), $35,000 (2nd year),
$125,000 (3rd year), and $35,000 (4th year). Maintenance level
annual funding has receded to $8,000-10,000. Preparation for the
NAAB evaluation was made problematic because the Dewey 720’s and
Library of Congress NA’s do not correspond as neatly as one might
wish. The library recently conducted the Pacific Northwest
Collection Development assessment and found it to be an effective
tool for measuring strengths and weaknesses. staff discovered
that coverage for the 1950's is good, for the 1960’s and '70’s is
poor, and for the 1980’s onward is fine. This may, in part,
reflect the fact that while books for the ’60's and ‘70’s are
out-of-print, they may be too recent to have entered the out-of-
print market. One wish was for a good CORE reference collection.
As a member of a Fenway Library Consortium which includes other
architecture collections, the library would also like to see
cooperative collection development policies.

Ilene Frank is Architecture Librarian for the University of South
Florida (USF) in Tampa. She has‘subject responsibility for
numerous other subjects, primarily arts-related, and performs
twelve hours of general reference per week. Ilene described the
idiosyncratic and highly political beginnings of the program
which resulted in a Master of Architecture at USF in an
affiliation with a Bachelor of Architecture program at Florida A.

and M.

The library at South Florida was so understaffed and underfunded
that early on, it was decided that the architecture collection
would remain with the central library. The Library also believes
that a central facility encourages broader use of research
materials than by branch units. The program began in an off-
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campus facility which made library-user connections tenuous at
first. The program’s library-supportive Associate Dean would
have liked a studio-related satellite collection made up of
reference and technical literature. An affiliated Florida Center
for Urban Research, located twelve miles from campus, also would
have benefitted from an on-site reference collection. Both

programs are nNow on campus.

Funding for collection building began with $100,000 for each of.
three years, followed by $76,000 and $82,000 the next two years.
A sample of 740 volumes cost $67,000. The 1991-92 budget is
$6,000 while the Library is also cutting 30% of serials,
reflecting current fiscal conditions. This is below a
maintenance level. Ilene estimates that it cost $300,000 to get
to 9,000 volumes and 62 periodical titles. She quoted an
estimate, made by Elizabeth Byrne, that it takes $1,500,000 to
reach 30,000 volumes.

Ilene described initial acquisitions were based upon AASL and
ARLIS reading lists and bibliographies (including theses’
bibliographies) supplied by faculty, and access to other library
catalogues through the invaluable Internet. The statewide
university online catalog also aided in cross-checking both
within U.S.F. and with other state universities. Product
literature and slides are both handled by the Architecture
Department. Vertical file and manuscript materials and drawings
are not now being collected.

Public services to the architecture program were initially
compromised by its distance from the campus. Ilene often stopped
by the main library on the way home to drop off/pick up
materials. She has also given out her home phone number to
students. This rather extraordinary service has proven helpful
and has not, thus far, been abused.

(Reporter’s Note: Ilene included in her talk a number of very
interesting budgetary figures which might be helpful to those
engaged in starting up for a new program. Rather than reprint
them here, if interested, contact me at MIT and I will send

photocopies. ML)

Betsy Peck is the Architecture Librarian for Roger Williams
College in Bristol, Rhode Island. Her professional experience
includes cataloguing in art and architecture at Brown University.

The architecture program at Roger Williams was originally an
architectural technoleogy program allied with engineering. It is
now a five year, design-oriented program with 300 students.
Betsy credits both her predecessor for getting things off to a
good start, and her Dean, for seeming to "always know how to do
it right." Collections were budgeted initially for $50,000 for
each of five years. The program received accreditation in 1987
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and.now has an annual monographic budget of $20,000. (It was
interjected that, according to Ed Teague, $20,000 is an adequate
maintenance-level budget for an undergraduate program and many

agreed.)

The Library started out as part of the main library at Roger
Williams while a new architecture building was under
construction. The Library is now located with the program,
although there is a constant threat that it will be returned to
the general library, which is planning a new facility. Betsy
described the defense of her space as a recurrent, energy-

draining situation.

Betsy utilized numerous sources for initial collection
development efforts, including Ehresmann, Frietag, Hitchcock, and
Arntzen and Rainwater. Sue Lewis, of the Boston Architectural
Center, also supplied a custom-made bibliography. Serials
listings from Magazines for College Libraries and the Directory
of International Periodicals and Newsletters on the Built
Fnvironment were consulted. ALA sources such as Guidelines for
Collection Development and Standards for College Libraries were
used for basic criteria, as well as the ARLIS Standards for Art
Libraries. She defines her collection as "study level" and now
has 11,000 volumes.

The most problematic area, thus far, has been in development of
the slide collection. The initial collection was made up of
standard sets, of poor quality. The search for better vendors
has increased the quality of the collection but most development
has been re-active to the needs of each new faculty member.
cashman’s Slide Buyer’s Guide has been her Bible in this area.

A dearth of "criteria" along with understaffing has affected
public services offered. Betsy makes an effort to keep abreast
of studio offerings while making users aware of new materials. Of
necessity, she limits services to outside users. She has also
increased the Reserves collection, both to protect materials and
to keep popular materials available. She complains that her
library has no reference desk and that the circulation desk is an
impossible place at which to offer reference service. She has
experienced little success in persuading faculty that students
need bibliographic instruction. She needs both a slide curator
and more cabinets for slides but has no space for either. 1In
retrospect, advice from the librarian during the programming of

the new building would have been wise.

Editor’s note:
Pat Weisenburger
Determining Core Periodical Titles

I have not heard a word from anyone. Does this mean you all are
thinking about such a list or that it is of no interest to our
group? At K-State we are preparing for a large serials
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cancellation project. Knowing which titles other architecture
libraries regard as important would be helpful to me. Please let

me hear from you.

Pat Weisenburger

Weigel Library of Architecture and Design
Room 323 Seaton Hall

Manhattan, Kansas

66502

MINUTES
14th ANNUAL MEETING - DISNEY'’S YACHT CLUB RESORT
WALT DISNEY WORLD, ORLANDO FLORIDA
BUSINESS MEETING, MARCH 16, 1992
2:00 p.m.
The meeting was called to order by Michael Leininger. The
minutes from the April 7, 1991 business meeting were read.

The Treasurer’s report was presented by Kathy Brackney. There is
a remaining balance of $1417.42 after all expenses were deducted.
As of December 31, 1991, there was a Certificate of Deposit worth
$1685.25. The report was approved.

Activities of the Executive Board:
Several logo designs were displayed by Vinson McKenzie
during the business meeting. The AASL membership cast
their vote for the design of their choice. An art deco
style lettering printed in raised ink was chosen to be
the logo. It was agreed that the fee to print the logo
would come from the AASL treasury.

Berna Neal reported that the joint committee of
ARLIS/NA and the AASL sent to all school of
architecture libraries and the NAAB accreditation
guidelines for architecture libraries. Several
committee members resigned during the school year. Dan
Hodge resigned as chair person. Barbara Opar of
Syracuse University is the new chair.

Election Results - 1992 Officers
New officers for 1992 are:

Michael Leininger, President
vinson McKenzie, Vice-President/President Elect
Ilene Frank, Treasurer

Accreditation Standards for Libraries
The activity of the accreditation committee included
discussions about volume counting of library resources.
How and what to count was the major concern. The
possible need to have an instruction manual was
discussed.




Cooperative Efforts AAL/AASL

Several topics were discussed concerning cooperative
work by these two independent bodies. It is still the
consensus of the AASL membership that the two bodies
remain separate. The discussion of the possibility of
publishing our newsletters together with the AAL was
met with some major concerns. Namely, the size of the
AAL’s mailing list of about 1,000 compared to the small
membership of the AASL. If the two organizations were
to merge, this large mailing list would probably become
an annual task for the organization. Others were
concerned with the lack of clerical assistance for the
newsletter’s editor. Having regional editors was a
suggestion from the floor. The possibility of using an
automated system to transmit the newsletter was another
suggestion. It was noted that not all libraries would
have this electronic capability.

Having the AASL newsletter inserted into the AAL’s
newsletter was also a suggestion. The possibility of
the SEARCH Index’s editor acting as editor of the AAL’s
newsletter was also a short topic of discussion.

Library Handouts
In October, 1991, Jeanne Brown, Architecture Librarian

from the University of Nevada, mailed letters to the
membership proposing the establishment of a
clearinghouse for library guides and handouts in the
field of Architecture. During the business meeting, it
was suggested that the membership act to support this
proposal by bringing handouts next year to the
conference. A table for the handouts will be provided
during registration.

Other Issues
It was proposed that a deadline for paying dues and
registration fees be established to allow time for our
conference attenders names to be printed in the ACSA’s
newsletter. The membership will be notified of this

date by mail.

Another matter briefly discussed was the organization’s
archives, presently being held by Anita Anderson.

Anita will send the box of organizational papers to
Michael Leininger.

The organization was turned over to the new officers and
adjournment followed.

Respectfully submitted,

Vinson McKenzie

Secretary, AASL




AASL ANNUAL MEETING REGISTRANTS 1992

Anita Anderson
Illinois Institute of Technology
Chicago, IL

Kathryn S. Brackney
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta, GA

Frances Chen
Princeton University
Princeton, NJ

Clare Cohn-Brown
New York Institute of Technology
0ld Westbury, NY :

Laura E. Zenev Elm
Wentworth Institute of Technology
Boston, MA

Ilene Frank
University of South Florida

Tampa, FL

Anne Hartmere

University of CcCalifornia at Los
Angeles

Los Angeles, CA

Michael Leininger
Massachusetts
Technology
Cambridge, MA

Institute of

vinson Mckenzie
Auburn University
Auburn, AL

From the Editor

Joon J. Mornes
University of Minnesota
Minneapolis, MN

Lindy J. Narver
University of Illinois-Chicago
Chicago, IL

Berna Neal

-Arizona State University

Tempe, AZ

Elizabeth A. Peck
Roger Williams College
Bristol, RI

Norma Sellman
Hampton University
Hampton, VA

Jeneice Williams Smith
Florida A&M University
Tallahassee, FL

Martha J. Steward
California Polytechnic State Univ.
San Luis Obispo, CA

Gertis Fenuku
Howard University
Washington D.C.

The newsletter will appear irregularly throughout the year.
Articles or suggestions for articles are appreciated.

Pat Weisenburger, editor

Weigel Library of Architecture and Design

Room 323 Seaton Hall
Kansas State University
Manhattan, Kansas

66502
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